English and GIS:
Mapping Across Disciplines
LESSON PLAN

Title of Lesson

Ohio Authors and Their Artifacts

Author

Adrienne Cassel, Ph.D., Professor of English, Sinclair Community College

Time Required

75 minutes (Part II only)

Materials

Giant map
Compass rose
Map legend
Appendix A: Literary Map of Ohio
Appendix B: Sample Projects

Preparation/Overview
The specific purpose of this project is to show how Ohio authors are influenced by where they live. This links back to ideas
about regional realism that were the focus of a class discussion. For example, we saw in Sherwood Anderson's Winesburg,
Ohio how the characters were influenced psychologically by living in a small town in Ohio, and we witnessed other types of
influences with other authors that we read during the term. See Appendix A for a literary map of Ohio.
As such, the project is divided into two parts. First, each student (with a partner) will read writings and conduct research
on an Ohio author. Second, students will present a short talk about an Ohio author in which they discuss how the location
of the story influenced how the story unfolded or how the characters in the story behaved. This presentation will happen
with a gathering around a big floormap of Ohio. The idea is for each of the groups to present for 5-7 minutes about the
author, their writing, and ideas about how location affected the writer's craft. Then, each group will place a representation
of an artifact on the large map to represent some of the ideas that they discovered in their research and readings related
to their specific author.
At the end of the presentations, we would discuss some themes and ideas that seem to connect the authors who were
writing in Ohio.
You might be asking: What do you mean by an artifact? Basically, an artifact is something that reflects some cultural or
historical aspect of the story or the writer you are studying. Here is a list of some artifacts from works that might be
familiar to you.
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•
•
•
•
•

The aethalometer from His Dark Materials.
Gandalf's fireworks from The Fellowship of the Ring.
Everything in Willy Wonka's Chocolate Factory from Charlie and the Chocolate Factory.
The Marauder's Map from the Harry Potter series.
Magic Carpets, from One Thousand and One Nights and various other tales.

For your project, you would ask, what artifact could represent some important aspect of the work in question in relation to
the location of the work or author? How could you create a representation of that that could be placed on a large map?

__________________________________________
Objectives
After completing this module, you will be able
•
•
•

recognize the influence that Ohio writers have on American Literature
discuss the influence of location on literary themes and characters of Ohio authors
create a representation of an artifact that reflects themes in American Literature

Essential Questions
•
•

How can we use the maps to visualize the writings by Ohio authors?
How can writing be used to reimagine maps?

National Geography Standards
•

How to use maps and other geographic representations, geospatial technologies, and spatial thinking to
understand and communicate information.

Instructional Process Part I (Researching Ohio Author)
This project begins with students reading works from an Ohio author. Working with a partner, each group will
choose a different author born in Ohio that you would like to study. Part of the study will involve creating
representations of artifacts to symbolize aspects of the writer's life and work. The artifact might be a bookmark,
brochure, a symbol, a diorama of a text, or something else. The artifact will be used for a presentation that
discusses the writer's work and how the author's geographical location affected the work. A sample of projects
is included in Appendix B.
Student instructions for researching the Ohio author follow:
1.

Working in a group, choose an Ohio author. You will read two texts by the author. One of the texts will
also be read by all of the class, and you will submit three discussion questions for that text that the entire
class will discuss.
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2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

Research is required. Include a Works Cited page formatted in MLA format.
You will create a short presentation (no more than four or five slides) for the class that summarizes your
research.
Indicate where on the Ohio map you would post your artifact.
Post an image of the artifact (something you create specifically for this project) either as part of the
presentation or the discussion. The artifact is something that can be placed on the Big Map.
MLA documentation must be provided; a source slide must be included in the presentation. Find reliable
sources.
Grade will be based upon the quality of the research, the presentation of the piece, and the
professionalism of the production and design.

Instructional Process Part II (Presenting Artifacts on the Big Ohio Map)
1. Review rules of learning with the Giant Map. No shoes, writing utensils, or sliding on the map.
2. Introduce students to the map.

•
•
•

Ask how we know which direction is north/south and add the compass rose to the map.
Ask what the colors and lines indicate on the map and add the legend to the map.
Discuss how the alpha-numeric grid is used to describe a location. Give a couple of examples.
Where is Dayton (Toledo, Columbus…) located using the grid?

3. Have students place artifacts on the map by decade and discuss what was happening in the culture at the time
that could have contributed to the placement and movement of literary work in Ohio.
4. Discuss some themes and ideas that seem to connect the authors who were writing in Ohio.

Debriefing discussion
Following the map activity exercise, the instructor will lead a discussion with students that allows
students to report out their reactions to the exercise by asking general questions, such as:
a)
b)
c)
d)

After reviewing how you answered the opening questionnaire, how accurate were your responses?
What stood out to you the most about the map activity?
What, if anything were you most surprised about the map activity?
What, if anything were you least surprised about the map activity?

References
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Appendix A: Literary Maps of Ohio
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Appendix B: Project Samples
Ohio Author Harlan Ellison
Attached are our presentation and the front page of a script written by Ellison and Roger Zelazney. We chose
that, because nothing mattered to Ellison more than the integrity of his art, causing him lots of problems
throughout his life. But as much as he annoyed people he also had a knack for bringing together some of the
greatest science fiction writers of all time. We would place it in Cleveland since as much as Ellison burned bridges
in his life he did occassionally come back to the city of his birth

Figure 1: Artifact for Harlan Ellison Ohio Map Project

Questions
1. AM’s name is adopted from the Latin philosophical proposition: I think, therefore I am. What does that mean
for AM’s status as a living being?
2. At the end of the story, the narrator is turned into a being devoid of form, forced to exist as “a thing that could
never have been known as human.” Yet, the narrator takes a small victory in knowing that he ended the
suffering of the others. Taking into account that reality of existence is found in the philosophy of “I think,
therefore I am,” would you consider that AM has succeeded or failed in exacting his revenge upon humanity for
being created as a weapon of war.
Ohio Author Art Crane
Grand Cayman
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This tuft that thrives on saline nothingness,
Inverted octopus with heavenward arms
Thrust parching from a palm-bole hard by the cove⎯
A bird almost⎯of almost bird alarms,
Is pulmonary to the wind that jars
Its tentacles, horrific in their lurch.
The lizard’s throat, held bloated for a fly,
Balloons but warily from this throbbing perch.
The needles and hack-saws of cactus bleed
A milk of earth when stricken off the stalk;
But this,⎯defenseless, thornless, sheds no blood,
Almost no shadow⎯but the air’s thin talk.
Angelic Dynamo! Ventriloquist of the Blue!
While beachward creeps the shark-swept Spanish Main
By what conjunctions do the winds appoint
Its apotheosis, at last⎯the hurricane!

Figure 2: Hart Crane Artifact:
Airplant painting by student

Hart Crane, "The Air Plant" from The Complete Poems of Hart Crane, edited by Marc Simon. Copyright © 1933,
1958, 1966 by Liveright Publishing Corporation. Copyright © 1986 by Marc Simon. Used by permission of
Publishing Corporation.
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