
Course name:  ENG 1101:  English Composition 

Division: Liberal Arts, Communication, Social Science (LCS) 

Project: Peer-2-Peer  

Community Partners: Dayton Correctional Institution (DCI), Sinclair Library 

WHAT THE STUDENTS LEARNED Students were 
expected to access the Sinclair Library’s Databases of 
Academic Journals and to evaluate electronically 
published research for a Dayton Correctional 
Institution student who does not have access to the 
Sinclair Library’s Databases of Academic Research.   

 Profiles can be viewed online at ctl.sinclair.edu 

PROJECT DESCRIPTION In order for students to 
complete this project and serve, DCI students wrote a 
research proposal.  In their proposals, students 
articulated what they would like to argue and 
potential research which would help support their 
argument.  The proposals were matched to a student 
in ENG 1101 who learned from Sinclair Research 
Librarian, Andrew Walsh, how to access materials.  
After reading the proposal, the ENG 1101 became the 
DCI student’s research assistant.  He or she used a 
class period to access Sinclair Library’s Database of 
academic journals and the web to find information. 
After finding articles, the assistant wrote a letter to 
the DCI student informing her how he or she thinks 
the material will help the student.  After reviewing 
the material and letter that were submitted to an 
eLearn dropbox, I printed off the material, 
transported it to DCI, and gave it to the students.   



SUBMITTED BY: 
Debbie Strehle, Associate Professor 

Sinclair Community College, Office 6.222F 

Deborah.Strehle@sinclair.edu  

937.512.3135 

OUTCOMES With this project, students were able to 
express their sense of empathy both for accessibility and 
for the projects that the women chose to write about. 
For example, one student wanted to argue why Project 
DAWN kits should have higher availability; the research 
assistant chose to share that her family has been 
affected by the opioid crisis and validate how important 
the DCI’s student topic is.  When DCI students read the 
letters and research, they left class saying, “I can’t wait 
to write my paper.”  

REFLECTIONS After students received the research 
proposals, many were interested in the topics that their 
peers were researching.  They were able to offer words 
of support to their peer, learn about a specific subject 
because of the research, and see the wide variety of 
resources that are available to students at no cost.  On 
the receiving end, DCI students were amazed and 
grateful to the ENG 1101 students for providing this 
service.  


