Course name: SUMMER BRIDGE
Division: Student Enrichment Programs (SEP)
Project: Summer Bridge
Community Partner: Woodland Cemetery, Homefull Microfarm, The Foodbank, &
America’s Packard Museum

PROJECT DESCRIPTION

LEARNING OBJECTIVE
Students investigated the different nonprofit organizations
located in the Dayton area. Through service learning, the
students expanded their professional and personal networks,
built their service resumes, and discovered the personal and
altruistic benefits of service through their work at various
community partner agencies.

Summer Bridge students had eight different opportunities to
volunteer at local nonprofit organizations during the summer.
Each of the service opportunities lasted about 2 hours. The first
hour was dedicated to learning about the organization – who it
services and why the volunteers serve – so that students can
recognize the different needs within the community. The
second hour was spent volunteering in support of the
organization’s mission. Some of the best volunteering
experiences the students identified were: Woodland Cemetery,
Homefull Microfarm, The Foodbank, and America’s Packard
Museum. For example, at Woodland Cemetery, the students
scrubbed clean two of the grounds’ oldest mausoleums. The
students exceeded Woodland Cemetery’s expectations, and the
agency gave very positive reviews of the Sinclair students on
their social media accounts.

RESULTS
Results from the service experience of Summer Bridge students
are wide-reaching. The students learn about the community’s
needs and also underserved populations in the community. The
various nonprofit organizations experience goodwill from
Sinclair Community College, and in turn help to build a stronger
partnership between the college and the community.

OUTCOMES / REFLECTIONS
Students from various backgrounds appreciated getting
involved in downtown projects and learning about
homelessness in the Dayton area. They were also surprised to
learn about the beauty, history and innovation of Dayton. They
expressed a stronger sense of responsibility to continue helping
those in need. Finally, students demonstrated a stronger sense
of connection to the community, the college, and each other.
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