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WHAT THE STUDENTS LEARNED For these 
English language classes, developmental and 
international students were expected to 
demonstrate appropriate writing skills for this 
project.  They were tasked with creating and 
illustrating age-appropriate children’s books.  
These books then provided additional 
supplemental materials for the children at the 
Early Childhood Education Center at Sinclair 
Community College.  



PROJECT DESCRIPTION This service 
learning project took place at Sinclair 
Community College.  The students 
were placed into groups of 3-4 where 
they had to author and illustrate a 
children’s book.  Once completed, 
they shared their books with their 
classmates and then donated them 
to Sinclair’s Early Childhood 
Education Center.  This project 
required approximately 6-8 hours 
per group.  Some groups spent more 
time, depending on the complexity 
of their book. 



RESULTS  Students improved their 
writing, reading, and communication 
skills.  They also learned the 
importance of working together in a 
small group and providing a service 
to others.  Participating in this 
project created a unique opportunity 
for both ESL and DEV students; an 
experience that many of them are 
not accustomed to.  As one student 
stated, “I had never written a 
children’s book before.  This was my 
most favorite activity this semester.” 
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REFLECTIONS  Service learning projects give students 
valuable opportunities to develop relationships and 
improve their skills.  The students also developed a sense 
of community within the classroom.  According to faculty 
member Denise Aselage, “this project allowed faculty to 
showcase the incredible talents of my students.  Because 
of this project, the students were able to connect to one of 
the many excellent resources the college has to offer, the 
Early Childhood Education Center.“ 

 Profiles can be viewed online at ctl.sinclair.edu 


