
LEARNING OBJECTIVE 
Communication students partnered with HPAC (Health Professions Affinity Community) to focus on education and 
awareness to reduce health disparities. HPAC provided funding through a grant to purchase supplies to  swab people 
within the community for potential bone marrow donors for people suffering with leukemia, which was orchestrated 
and ran through another group called Be The Match, a national bone marrow donor program. 
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PROJECT DESCRIPTION 
A group of Communication students designed a service project focused on leukemia, since many people in their 
communities are unaware of the disease and the struggles that sufferers endure. Each student studied different topics 
regarding the disease, and partnered with HPAC for this service learning project by writing a  grant requesting HPAC 
support for the  project. The $500.00 grant permitted students to obtain necessary supplies for this event. Another 
group called Be The Match sent a representative, Danny Moore, to communicate with students and set up and run the 
service learning event at Sinclair. Shelby, a student, communicated with Danny often and developed a strategy to 
ensure the event would run as smoothly as possible. Rae and James interviewed leukemia patients and started a blog  
discussing what they learned listening to the patients. John and Ethan filmed an emotional PSA that ran about 20 
seconds with skillfully planned video. Travis and Shelby worked to create a podcast that talked about what they had 
learned and shared the stories of some of their interviewed leukemia patients. The organized swab for part of a larger 
class project. 
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SUBMITTED BY: 

RESULTS 
The Swab for a Cause event was held at Sinclair on April 11th, 2017 from 12pm—4pm near the cafeteria entrance  in 
building 7. The event drew over 80 people who, learned about leukemia,  asked questions  and received ‘goody bags’. 
Thirty-six people were swabbed and joined the national donor list through Be the Match. 

OUTCOMES / REFLECTIONS 
Students felt very proud of what they had worked on. Students were able to take what they were learning in the  mass 

communication class and produce meaningful media products that helped provide a service to their community. Many 

of the people who stopped by for the event were interested to learn about leukemia, or shared their stories about 

loved one’s they knew who were living with the disease. 


