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LEARNING DESCRIPTION

PROJECT DESCRIPTION

The concept of hiking often can conjure up images of a
long, vigorous walks through meadows and up rugged
mountains. Here, we did a different type of hiking -- one
that offers a chance to explore the cities, the
neighborhoods, the places where we live. In this project,
we explored an urban place – the Wright Dunbar
Neighborhood. What makes a place? Collaborating in
teams, our classes worked through activities that helped
to answer that question in regards to the Wright Dunbar
Neighborhood. The Wright Dunbar Neighborhood was
designed to revitalize a part of Dayton in which the
Wright Brothers and the famous poet, Paul Laurence
Dunbar, lived and worked together.

This project assignment took place over the entire
semester.
For this project, teams comprised of
students from ENG 1201 and GEO 1107 Introduction
to Geography (GIS) worked together to come up with
an idea that led to creating a map of Wright Dunbar
Neighborhood. Class time was set aside to meet with
team, walk the neighborhood, collect data, and
present final projects. The maps were created by the
GIS students and ENG students wrote a creative nonfiction one-page essay that tells a story about the
map.

This project was an opportunity to (1) enhance student’s
ability to make detailed observations and connections
related to a specific place important to the community in
which we live and study; (2) collaborate with students in
other disciplines to complete a project which relies on
student expertise in geography and creative writing; (3)
work with the National Aviation Heritage Area (NAHA) to
increase awareness of the national park and related
activities in the Wright Dunbar Neighborhood.

Profiles can be viewed online at ctl.sinclair.edu

RESULTS

REFLECTIONS

Students created maps and completed presentations.
MacKensie Whittmer, NAHA helped guide us through the
project.
Clearly, the project was successful from a
learning perspective. What did the student learn? (1) the
gap that exists between what is on the ground and how it
represented in a map; (2) how to manage time as they
worked through collecting the data, (3) the importance of
explicitly discussing and setting team expectations; (4) the
ways that students with different skillsets contribute to
the success of an interdisciplinary project.

My group was amazing. They were engaged and
interested in what we were doing. Josh and Autumn
made time to meet with me outside of class to review
my progress on the map, which far exceeded my
expectations from group work. Every one of them
behaved maturely and conducted themselves
befitting of an involved student who is on their way to
a promising future. They tossed around dozens of
concepts and stayed true to their word not to shun
anyone’s ideas. If we had had more time, I would
have loved to explore some of the more ambitious
projects they proposed. Both Autumn and Josh were
interested in doing hand-drawn portions of the map,
an idea that we all loved but felt we couldn’t commit
to because of time and my total lack of knowledge as
to how to incorporate something like that into an
ArcMap file, and also an exciting idea for the future!
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