
LEARNING OBJECTIVE 
Walking is the touted as one of the most popular forms of 
physical activity across the world.  Still, walking has been 
on the decline in the United States.  In this project, we 
learned about the benefits of a regular walk, explored 
downtown Dayton, and created maps and narratives that 
encourage walking.  Collaborating in teams, our class 
worked through activities that helped to create walking 
paths that can be used by students, faculty, and staff to 
explore Dayton.    
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Project: Walk Dayton  

Community Partner: Five Rivers Metropark 

This was a class project which required the students to 
conduct fieldwork in downtown Dayton.  It was a 
semester long process and during that time students 
interacted (formally and informally) with various 
stakeholders to better understand the ‘place’ of 
downtown Dayton.  Working on interdisciplinary teams, 
students came up with an idea that focused their project.  
Time in class was set aside to hold team meetings, walk in 
the area, collect data, and work on the final product.   
Maps were created by the GIS students and ENG students 
wrote a creative non-fiction one-page essay that told a 
story that accompanied the map of the walking path.   

WHY DID WE DO THIS PROJECT? 



PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

RESULTS 

This was a class project which required the students to conduct fieldwork in downtown Dayton.  It was a semester long 
process and during that time students interacted (formally and informally) with various stakeholders to better 
understand the ‘place’ of downtown Dayton.  Working on interdisciplinary teams, students came up with an idea that 
focused their project.  Time in class was set aside to hold team meetings, walk in the area, collect data, and work on 
the final product.   Maps were created by the GIS students and ENG students wrote a creative non-fiction one-page 
essay that told a story that accompanied the map of the walking path.   
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