Course name: GEO 2210: Advanced Spatial Analysis
Division: Liberal Arts, Communication & Social Sciences (LCS)
Project: Mapping Mid-Century Modern Buildings in Downtown Dayton
Community Partners: Department of Planning and Community Development, City of Dayton

LEARNING OBJECTIVE
The objective of this project was to work with
professional planners to map mid-century
modern buildings in downtown Dayton with
the purpose of highlighting the economic
viability of these buildings. Our community
partner identified the project (mapping midcentury modern buildings) and students had
the flexibility to determine what maps would
be most useful to the city and how to present
the information.

PROJECT DESCRIPTION

Profiles can be viewed online at ctl.sinclair.edu

This project required students to conduct fieldwork in downtown Dayton and meet with experts in planning,
architecture, and engineering. After deciding to approach the project using LEED criteria, the students created posters
detailing historical building information and maps demonstrating how the buildings aligned with requirements related
to transportation (e.g. proximity to highways, bike storage and bike paths) and access to community resources (e.g.
proximity to restaurants, retail stores, government services). This work was shared with community partners and plans
are underway to present the project at a community forum as well as at an academic conference.

METHODS / RESULTS
Although this project required students to delve into many aspects of GIS project work, one lesson was that students
learned that making decisions about what to map requires that they dig deep into the details. Tony Kroeger, our
community partner, commented on our collaboration:
Our partnership with Sinclair has allowed for us to better understand the challenges and opportunities we face as a city,
from a fresh perspective. For example, we have very helpful documentation of our mid-century architectural resources
that we simply did not have before. In working with Sinclair students, I like that I am able to introduce a rather vague
problem, and the students are able to determine how best to address the issue by applying GIS.
What is most impressive and useful in working with Sinclair students is the diversity of interests and expertise that they
provide. City Planning, by nature, is multi-disciplined and is best addressed when planners are able to gather input from
diverse sources. This is true in both the traditional public participation realm and, as in this case, working with our
educational institutions.
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