
LEARNING OBJECTIVE 
Students were expected to apply the editing skills taught in class to a real-life text editing task to learn how to more 
efficiently scan for errors and communicate necessary changes to an audience. 

PROJECT DESCRIPTION 
Students in the Text Editing course have edited three monthly editions of the AJT (Advanced Job Training) Newsletter. 

For each edition, students spent about 45 minutes during one class period proofreading. Pages were divided up among 

groups so that each page was read by at least two readers. Students identified errors and offered their suggested 

corrections. After class, the instructor aggregated all of the feedback and reviewed it with students the following 

session. Time spend on each edition was approximately 1 and a half hours of class time (not including instructor’s time 

for aggregating and cross-checking errors: approximately another 1 and a half hours per issue.) Following the third 

edition, students spent about half an hour of class writing a reflection about their experience. This service learning 

project took approximately five hours  for each students to complete. 
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RESULTS 
Students remarked that it was very different editing in a real-world setting than in an exercise. They felt some pressure 

to do a good job, knowing it was for a real audience and wanting to honor the writers’ work. They also remarked that it 

was harder to find errors when they weren’t sure exactly which ones to look for or how many there would be. Most 

importantly, many students remarked that they enjoyed reading the inmates’ stories about changing their lives; it 

made them see that people deserve second chances. 

OUTCOMES / REFLECTIONS 
Students enjoyed the break in the routine and felt very good getting feedback from the AJT staff and the Provost. They 
felt it deepened their understanding of the importance of editing. Some of the students reflected, stating the following: 

“I did enjoy reading the AJT newsletters and reading the stories 
about those that have turned their lives around.”  

– Brittney Heier 

“I felt I should be very thorough with the real publication, since there were people 
counting on me (and us as a class) to make the newsletters look their best.”  

– Michelle Rayle 

“I really enjoyed getting hands-on experience, as well as reading the stories, which 
gave me a sense of compassion for the people writing.” 

 – Steven Roberts 


